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Department of History and Art History

To:  CHSS Cumriculum Committee

From: Jennifer Ritterhouse, Undergraduate Director and Curriculum Coordinator
Re:  Proposal to modify Individualized Concentration in the History BA

Datc: November 1,2017

In 2016-17, the Department of History and Art History completed a substantial revision of the
curriculum in the History BA to create four new concentrations: Digital History, Public History,
Global History, and Individualized. In the named concentrations and the History BA without
concentration, HIST 300: Introduction to Historical Method and HIST 499: RS: Senior Seminar
in History are required courses. The Department intended to require students in the
Individualized concentration to complete HIST 300 and HIST 499 as well, but the catalog
language for the concentration does not make this clear. Therefore, this proposal is to modify
the catalog language as shown below to spell out this requirement.

Individualized Concentration (IND)

Students who wish to design their own concentration must submit a one-page proposal and create a
curriculum plan to be approved by the program director. This option may be particularly appropriate for
students who want to focus on U.S. history or European history without emphasis on digital or public
history methods.

All students in the individualized concentration will be required to complete HIST 300: Introduction to
Historical Method, HIST 499: RS: Senior Seminar in History, and 15-18 credits of breadth
requirements modeled on the geographic distribution coursework in the history BA without concentration.
For their remaining 12-15 credits in history, students will work with the program director to plan
coursework that explores their chosen concentration across time periods and geographical lines as
appropriate.



