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Department of Philosophy

We are proposing the following changes to the Philosophy minor:

1. reducing the existing core requirement to take two History of Philosophy courses
(PHIL301 History of Philosophy: Ancient and PHIL303 History of Philosophy:
Modern) to one (either PHIL301 Ancient or PHIL301 Modern),

2. removing the core requirement to take a course in Logic (PHIL173 Logic and Critical
Thinking or PHIL376 Symbolic Logic);

3. eliminating the specification of three elective emphases (History of Philosophy;
Reality, Knowledge and Science, and Sacial and Political Philosophy) and instead
using our advising structure to give students guidance about meaningful course
groupings that will complement their major.

Rationale: The main reason for these changes is to make the minor more flexible and
accessible to a wider range of students. We want to ensure that all students taking the minor
receive some training in the history of philosophy, but think that one three credit upper-level
course in this area is sufficient. The requirement in Logic is not necessary for all students taking
a philosophy minor, and may be off-putting to some students who are more oriented towards the
intersections of philosophy with (for example) art or literature.

In the department’s view, the value of taking 18 credits in Philosophy, in terms of expanding
students’ analytical and critical thinking skills, ability to consider differing perspectives on
complex issues, and capacities for ethical responsiveness, outweighs the issue of whether logic
is amongst the specific courses taken by every student.

A sacondary concern is that because at present, we only offer PHIL301 and PHIL303 once each
academic year (PHIL301 normally runs in the Fall and PHIL303 in the Spring), some students
aiming to complete the Philosophy minor find themselves unable to complete both courses in
time to graduate.

Going forward, we plan to use our advising structure to work with students on the minor so as to
help them tailor a suite of courses that complements their major and/or their other interests and
career plans. Thus, if a logic course is a good fit for a particular student, e.g. a Physics or Math
major, we will continue to recommend it (the requirement for PHIL173 will also remain part of
the Philosophy and Law minor, given its status as a recommended course for pre-law students);
for other students, more than one course in the History of Philosophy may be a good fit,

The existing elective emphases within the minor are illustrative rather than exhaustive; including
them in the catalog description is unnecessary and potentially misleading. Instead, this
information can be provided informally to students as suggestions for how to group courses into
coherent pathways that compiement their majors (for example, via in-person advising and the
advising page on the department website). This approach will also allow us to update the advice
we give in ways that are more responsive to changes in philosophy faculty and course offerings.

We are maintaining the existing requirement that at least 12 of the 18 credits for the minor must
be at the 300 level or above.

In sum: we believe these changes will better equip students to decide which courses to take
and how to group them, in ways that support their individual growth, enrich their overall plan of
study, and fit with their graduation and career plans.

The proposed changes were approved at a Department Meeting on Friday 27th October 2017.

Chris DiTeresi, Undergraduate Director / Rachel Jones, Department Chair, 22 Nov 2017



New descriptor of PHIL minor for University Catalog - ‘Overview’ section

The philosophy minor allows students majoring in other disciplines to expand their
analytical and critical thinking skills while engaging with pressing ethical, social, and
political issues. Students will gain a grounding in the history of philosophy and with the
help of an advisor, will select a range of electives that complement their major, future
career plans and/or personal interests. Courses available span ancient,

modern and contemporary philosophy, and focus on questions of knowledge, reality and
existence; ethics, including bioethics, environmental ethics and existentialist

ethics; social and political philosophy; and philosophy of art, literature and science,
among other areas.
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